Rosemary (Hammermeister) Williams
February 18, 1941 - June 19, 2020

Rosemary (Hammermeister) Williams passed away on June 19th. She was born February
18, 1941 in Naches, Washington to Robert and Teresa Hammermeister. She attended and
graduated from the Highland School District. She then attended Yakima Valley College for
2 yrs, then Central Washington University, where she met her future husband, Jim
Williams. After knowing him only 2 months, they married and enjoyed 57 years of
marriage. Jim and Rosemary began their married life in Riverside, California, where they
had all 3 of their children. Upon return to the Yakima Valley, Jim joined the Yakima Fire
Department until he retired at an early age due to a disability (knees!). Eventually Jim and
Rosemary returned to the Tieton area and lived on the Hammermeister family ranch for 40
years. Due to health issues, they moved in with daughter Teresa for the past 3 years.
Rosemary enjoyed traveling to Reno with Jim on many occasions, and eventually
shortened the drive by traveling to Wildhorse Casino in Pendleton. She always said, “ you
win some, you lose some”.
As a child Rosemary’s love was her horse. She went to many “playdays”, pole bending,
scurry by pairs, sweetheart race, walk, trot and scoot, etc, where she won many ribbons.
Rosemary and Jim enjoyed following sports that their kids participated in, helped out with
coaching some sports, and then eventually enjoyed watching their grandkids’ sports. She
was a huge Mariners and Seahawk fan. Rosemary worked 13 years as a teacher’s aide at
Tieton Middle School. She also worked for a few years at Tieton City Hall, and the Tieton
Police Dept., along with many years helping out with the Apple Harvest. There were
always fun times and memories to be made at the annual Northridge Camp out.
Rosemary enjoyed knitting many many stocking hats that she gave to many children at
Roosevelt Elementary. Although Rosemary had many joys in life, her greatest will always
be her kids, grandkids and great-grandkids.
She is preceded in death by her parents Rob and Teresa (Briskey) Hammermeister,
brothers; Dave (Sally), Alex, and Tom (Mona) and most recently her Husband Jim in
March of 2020. She is survived by her children; Teresa (Ryan), Rhonda (Eric), and Dan

(Vanessa), grandkids; Maddy (Gary), Sarah (Juvanel), Luke, Kyle, Nicole, and Pete.
Great-grandkids; Preslee, Chloe, Jarrett, James, Carmen ( who was born the same day
Jim passed away), and soon to be Reece Rosemary, due in September.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to North Star Lodge.

Comments

“

I have many fond memories of your mother,
Some of my favorites were her descriptions of shopping trips with my grandmother
(Anna) and your grandmother. (Aunt Tressa was her favorite sister.) Shortly after I
got my first teaching job, I sent my grandmother to buy a new dress for church. Your
mother ended up with the task of taking both of them to Peoples Department Store (
located then in the downtown Yakima Mall) to shop, My grandmother found a green
dress she loved. The dress cost $26.00. At the time, over 40 years ago, $26.00 was
a lot more money than it is is today. My grandmother was afraid to spend that much
of my money. Your mother ended up having to call me at school to get on the phone
and convince my grandmother I could afford the dress. Of course, I said "buy any
dress you want". When your mother brought them home. she was exhausted. Even
after the phone call, it told her 20 minutes of stern conversation, to convince my
grandmother to buy the dress.
My grandmother wore that dress to church every Sunday until her death.
It was months before your mother agreed to take them shopping again. She handed
that job off to Alex.
I am sorry for your loss. Your family is in my thoughts and prayers.
Gentle Blessings,
Christine Hunter

Christine Hunter - July 03 at 03:16 PM

“

I will never forget Aunt Rosemary going to my volleyball games to support me...I
hope she knew how much it meant to me. I also remember her cooking on her
woodstove in the house on Dilley Road....it always amazed me that you could cook
like that. I will miss you Aunt Rosemary...you were one of a kind, and the world will
never be the same.

Janis Bishop - June 24 at 07:03 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Valley Hills Funeral Home & Crematory - June 24 at 05:55 PM

