Maria Josephine Parton
February 1, 1929 - July 7, 2020

Josephine Parton
Josephine Parton went to be with her Lord on July 7, 2020. She was born in 1929 to
Italian immigrant parents on the Satus where she lived 85 years of her life.
Josephine met her husband, Lowell Parton, at a Church meeting during her first year at
WSU and was married a year later. She and Lowell raised four children where they
instilled Christian values, a hard work ethic, generosity and what it means to truly make a
home.
Josephine loved her family and loved to cook and everyone knew she made her famous
pizza on Saturday and spaghetti on Sunday. Family and friends always seemed to show
up because everyone was welcome. And no one could escape without gaining a few
pounds and leftovers to go.
Her house was also a second home to her grandkids, full of laughter, games, and
adventure. She would share her love of good clean pranks – if she wasn’t pulling them,
she would give ideas to others. Have you heard the one about the laxatives?
Josephine loved the Lord and her life exemplified kindness, generosity, and love. She and
Lowell were founding members of the Toppenish Grace Brethren Church and were a
deacon/deaconess and Sunday School teachers for years. She always had a way of
listening and supporting others in a non-judgmental way. She would often write out Bible
verses on index cards and give them to family members to lift them up.
Josephine was a high school secretary at the Granger schools. The staff and teachers
became her second family. She became a guardian angel to generations of students and
she received so much joy watching students succeed and receive their diplomas at
graduation.
She was the north star of the family and so many in the community. She will be dearly
missed and forever in our hearts.
Josephine is preceded in death by her husband, Lowell Parton; father, Patt Zecchino;
mother, Filomena (Mazzarella) Zecchino; brother, Leonard Zecchino; and daughter Phyllis
(Parton) Akins. She is survived by her children Norman Parton (LeAnne), Sharon
Heatwole (Doug), and Valerie Parton; nine grandchildren and fifteen great-grandchildren.

The family would like to thank Highgate Senior Living for their love and compassion caring
for our mother. Due to the current COVID-19 situation, a public celebration of life will not
be held. In lieu of flowers, the family has created a scholarship for Josephine “Jo” Parton,
through the Granger Alumni Association, PO Box 1, Granger, WA 98932 or another charity
that was dear to her heart was the Yakima Union Gospel Mission, 1300 N 1st Street,
Yakima, WA 98902.

Cemetery
Zillah Cemetery
100 First Ave.
Zillah, WA, 98953

Comments

“

So many memories Jo, forever etched in our hearts.
We love you, Lorrie, Brian, and Zach

laural heaton - July 12 at 06:28 PM

“

Lupe And Isabel Guerra lit a candle in memory of Maria Josephine Parton

Lupe and Isabel Guerra - July 11 at 10:30 PM

“

Very special lady ! We always felt loved and welcomed in her home..
Jeff and Nanci Harris

nanci Harris - July 10 at 09:31 PM

“

I remember my cousin jo fondly. I know she and my mother exchanged monthly
letters for years until my mom had a stroke. Jo sent me several old photos of my
mom several years ago. Prayers to the family.

jennifer reichert(wright) - July 10 at 05:56 PM

“

Josephine and Lowell exemplified the life of Christ together from the first moment
she met Jesus as not only Savior, but Lord. Neither wavered in what it meant to
model their true Lord in faithful Christian service. Because of her faithfulness to her
Lord, prayer, a local church and learning the Bible, she and Lowell did not lose sight
of their primary purpose while on Earth. As a result, they were not moved easily by
false and contradictory teachings that continue to wave through the church
throughout the church each generation. I am now humbled to think of the glory she is
now experiencing in pure relationship with her Lord and her Christian family
members and friends that she is now eternally shares fellowship with in Glory. May
the peace and mobility she that has been restored to her bring her children,
grandchildren, and the lives she ministered to while on Earth joy during their sorrow.
You were a light in a noisy world. You are one of the great ones.

Diane Lukin - July 09 at 01:38 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the family. Mrs. Parton took me under her wing 33years
ago when I was hired to be her asst. I will always be grateful for her helping me be
the person I am today. My last visit with her I will cherish forever, she knew who I was
instantly and it was so hard to say goodbye. RIP my lovely lady!

Gracie - July 08 at 06:24 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Maria Josephine Parton.

July 08 at 03:34 PM

“

Mardell Selam Wallahee lit a candle in memory of Maria Josephine Parton

Mardell Selam Wallahee - July 08 at 11:38 AM

“

Aunt Jo was a very special lady. I am thankful for a the time I got to spend with her
growing up. Her and Uncle Lowell bought me a pair of penny loafers. I wore them
until they had holes in the bottom. She will be deeply missed... Love to the family....
Cher

Cher - July 08 at 02:00 AM

