James Dewey Chandler
September 19, 1926 - August 2, 2020

Our family lost our rock, James “Dewey” Chandler, 93, on the evening of August 2, 2020
due to complications from a stroke. Up until several weeks ago, Dad had been reading his
Wall Street Journal with his coffee at his daughter Marcie’s house every morning and
enjoying her cooking and companionship. Her house has been the family home for 60
years and all of our lives have been focused on making his days interesting and safe.
Dad was born in Okanogan, WA on September 19, 1926 to James Monroe Chandler and
Tena Ester (LeRay) Chandler. He grew up at the end of the road below Scout Hill in
Manson, WA on the homeplace orchard with beautiful views of Lake Chelan. He was the
oldest of 5 children: Virginia Savage, Beverly Jackson, Lynn Chandler, and Alan Chandler.
Besides being orchardists, the family also ran the Chandler Fishing Resort on Wapato and
Roses Lake for many years. Dad learned quickly how to work hard and save money. From
milking the cow, taking care of the weekly chicken dinner requirement and helping watch
his younger siblings, and the orchards he had little time for getting into trouble with his
buddies. When they raided his mother’s watermelon patch and were scared off by a
shotgun, they never forgot that shaking fear of getting caught.
Dewey graduated from Manson High School in 1944. Dad always said he was at the
bottom of the class but managed to go on to attend Graceland College in Lamoni, Iowa,
join the Navy with his boyhood friends, and graduated from Washington State College with
a B.S. in Agriculture in 1949. He hitchhiked to Chicago and bought his first new car with
cash, thus saving the delivery fee. Yes, Dad was frugal, as many of the Greatest
Generation are. At a time when he only made $350 a month in his first job after college,
he saved $50. His daughters, not so much!
Dad married our mom, Betty Ann Jensen, a city girl and WSC grad, in Wenatchee, WA on
June 16, 1951. Their first daughter, Laurie Ann, was born in 1953 in Prosser with Marcie
Kay in 1956 and Kristie Lee arriving in 1957 in Wenatchee. Dad was surrounded by
women all his life in a house with one bathroom. What a patient man.

Dad was a good man and a great father. He attended the First Presbyterian Church and
was a Youth Fellowship counselor. His great sense of humor helped him through
numerous escapades and the kids loved him. He would often take his daughters skiing
and always was able to find space in the VW bug for one more. The majority of his
working career he was a private consultant in the fruit industry. He was one of the early
proponents of integrated pest management and received the Silver Pear Award for his
service to the industry. He could often be seen driving his yellow VW bugs around the
orchards of Central Washington. In each vehicle he kept a mileage log that came in very
handy when the girls borrowed the cars to drag the Ave. Yes, his girls kept him hopping.
He always stressed education to his daughters and the importance of keeping your
twenties to yourself so that you would know that you can support yourself and hopefully
see some of the world. Of course, when we didn’t follow that plan and made poor choices,
he was always there to reach out a hand and lift us up.
After working all day in the orchards, he would come home and take us down to Larson
Park and see how our tennis lessons had impacted our game. He mounted a saddle on
the backyard stump so we could have our own horse, built a dollhouse out of two huge
wooden packing crates and added a shake roof and flower boxes for the backyard before
she sheds were popular, and managed to keep his sanity through our young adult years.
When Mom retired from teaching and suffered from Alzheimer’s for many years, he would
take her with him on his routes. Mom passed away in 2000 and Dad retired at the age of
75. Dad spent time with his loving companion, Lois Willis, until her death. Dad moved into
Marcie’s house in 2012 and within a short time we had 4 generations (3 girls) sharing that
same one bathroom. He never stopped commenting on how much toilet paper we used.
When Marcie would ask Dad if he wanted a cocktail, he would always say, “Why, of
course, but just one!” That positive attitude impacted Dad’s life on so many levels. We all
learned resilience, perseverance, and love from Dad and Mom. We miss you so much
already, Dad. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
Dewey is survived by his 3 daughters: Laurie Huber (Doug) and their son, Casey
(Danielle) Huber, and their 3 boys, Dylan, Alexander, and Cade, Marcie Chandler and her
daughter, Anike Alao, and granddaughter, Kimani Alao, and Kristie Pasten. He is also
survived by his siblings, Beverly Jackson (Manson) and Alan Chandler (East Wenatchee).
He is predeceased by his wife, Betty Ann, his sister, Virginia Savage, his brother, Lynn
Chandler, son-in-law, Karl Pasten, and loving companion, Lois Willis.
The family would like to thank Dr. David Doornink for his compassionate care of Dad over
the years and to Sister Fe Sumalde at Virginia Mason Memorial for her kind, positive, very
caring spirit setting up our Zoom meetings. If you would like to donate toward placing a

memorial tree at the Yakima Area Arboretum or to the Alzheimer’s Association we would
be honored. We will be having a private close family and friends only Celebration of Life in
the near future and scattering Dad’s ashes to join Mom’s in the Lake Wenatchee area
where all of the family enjoyed their Fall trip for decades. The family is being cared for by
Valley Hills Funeral Home Yakima. Please visit http://www.ValleyHillsfh.com to share a me
mory or condolence with the family.

Comments

“

I worked with Dewey for many years, he as a field man and me as an entomologist
with the USDA. Dewey was very knowledgeable and enthusiastic in his work and a
joy to work with. He will be missed.

Hal Moffitt - August 19, 2020 at 12:28 PM

“

“

Know he enjoyed working with you also. Thank you for the kind words.
Laurie Huber - August 22, 2020 at 03:25 PM

When I moved to the Yakima Valley in 1986, Dewey welcomed me into the
Fieldmen’s Association with open arms. I was a single woman from Indiana, under
the age of 30, and selling agri-chemicals. It was a man’s world he tried to make my
path easier.
Dewey was such a fine gentleman with a capital ‘G’. He took me skiing for the first
time & I almost got him killed getting off of the chair lift. (I exaggerate, but we made a
less than gracious exit off of our chair & it was my fault). On the drive up, he fondly
told me about his children & the love of his life, Betty Ann. I could tell how dear each
of you were to him.
The last time I saw a Dewey was when I was walking the Greenway with my
husband. When I asked about Betty Ann, he told me she was at Chandler House.
You could tell that it was breaking his heart. Always the Gentleman, he shook my
husband’s hand & kissed me on the cheek to say good-bye.
I’m so very happy that Dewey had a loving companion after Betty Ann passed and
later, that he was in a house full of family again.
The Yakima Valley has lost a Fine Gentleman.
A.K. Holscher Wintzer

Anita AK Holscher Wintzer - August 17, 2020 at 09:35 PM

“

Thank you for the memories of our dad. Was glad that he was so forward thinking when it
came to women in the workplace. Ahead if his time in many things. Always there with a
helping hand.
Laurie Huber - August 22, 2020 at 03:29 PM

“

I got to know Mr. Chandler 35 years ago when I worked for the stock market. Dewey
was one of my favorite customers. Always a Hello and a twinkle in his eye. Dewey
was just a nice, friendly guy and I was blessed to know him.
My regards to his family,
Emma Ibach

Emma Ibach - August 14, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

“

Thank you for your kind words.
Laurie Huber - August 22, 2020 at 03:30 PM

What a beautiful obituary, full of loving remembrances of your dad. I remember him
being such a constant, friendly, and easy-to-be-around presence at YF, whether at
our regular Wednesday night meetings or chaperoning our outdoor getaways. Peace
to all three of you in wonderful memories of a great dad!

Sherry Siegmeth Reisbig - August 13, 2020 at 09:06 AM

“

“

He did love

his YF nights with”his” kids. Thank you for the kind words Sherry!

Laurie Huber - August 22, 2020 at 03:31 PM

Well, Girls (Ladies), describing Dewey as a "rock' certainly recalls our years of his
patience and quiet presence putting up with us terrorizing the halls of First Pres.
Then as young marrieds, his contagious smile always greeted us during the coffee
hour. Marcie, will never forget watching you off the ski lift as you jettisoned fearlessly
down the hill. You were as close to us seeing Dewey's living legacy, and it was
delightful. Well done Mr Dewey, see you on the other side. Ed & Sandy MacKenzie

Edward MacKenzie - August 12, 2020 at 06:35 PM

“

Thank you! Everyone mentioned the “twinkle in his eyes” & his smile. He truly enjoyed your
friendship.
Laurie Huber - August 22, 2020 at 03:32 PM

“

Dewey was a great mentor to me in my early years of crop consulting in Yakima. He
shared good counsel on how to do the business side, and on technical questions.
He was a founding member of the National Alliance of Independent Crop
Consultants, and served at least one B.O.Directors term I think. He played a
encouraging role in helping me to become affiliated professionally with the
organization. For which I gained immensely. I enjoyed our friendship and he was a
man of many interests and knowledge.
Thanks Dewey, Don Jameson

Don Jameson - August 12, 2020 at 05:19 PM

“

“

That is our dad, always lending a helping hand. Thanks Don!!
Laurie Huber - August 22, 2020 at 03:33 PM

What a beautiful tribute to such a great man! Of course I cried, lots of happy
memories of the Chandler family. He loved you three hellions so much!!! And it was
always obvious you all loved him right back. I will miss his laugh and smile and
twinkle, but I know I will always hear your stories of him.

Alison Farnam - August 12, 2020 at 05:12 PM

“

“

He loved

you as one of his own daughters. So thankful for your lifetime of friendship.

Laurie Huber - August 22, 2020 at 03:37 PM

I felt lucky to have known Dewey. He was such a kind and sweet man with a bright
spirit and humor.
My deepest condolences to all his daughters and family,
PerrieAnn Halbert

Perrieann Halbert - August 11, 2020 at 10:33 PM

“

Thank you for the kind thoughts. He enjoyed the porch parties
Laurie Huber - August 22, 2020 at 03:38 PM

with you.

“

What a beautiful tribute and what great memories to hold in your heart. Keeping all of
you in my prayers.
Lori Emard

Laurie Huber - August 11, 2020 at 04:25 PM

“

Laurie Huber - I remember as a kid walking over and knocking on the backdoor
asking if we could play in the dollhouse/playhouse. It was so cute and all the kids
were envious. I never realized it was made out of packing crates. You Dad always
had a smile and was so kind to all. He will be missed!
Cindy (Hart) Pratt

Laurie Huber - August 11, 2020 at 04:18 PM

“

Laurie, that was such a wonderful tribute. A picture of a beautiful family led by a
special man.
Jake Huber

Laurie Huber - August 11, 2020 at 04:14 PM

“

Thank you Jake. Has left a huge void in our lives that is for sure. Miss the twinkle 🤩 in his
eyes and his beautiful smile
Laurie Huber - August 22, 2020 at 03:39 PM

“

Dear Chandler Girls n Family
ELT n JAN Young here, want u to know we loved both of ur parents. Ur Dad loved to
tease me and both were a joy coming in our restaurant. Betty came over from school
with others to hv a quick lunch and Sundays u all as a family. We know where thos 2
are and pray for your peace and Gods comfort at this time. Lv n hugs
EnJ

J R Kleweno-Young - August 11, 2020 at 12:41 PM

“

Thank you so much! Meet there for lunch for years. Loved your food and atmosphere.
Laurie Huber - August 11, 2020 at 04:20 PM

“

My husband and I had the pleasure of spending many special times with Dewey,
from riverside picnics at Soda Springs to sharing a glass of wine on the family home
porch. Dewey was a kind and gentle spirit with a special sense of humor and always
an interesting story to tell. He also had a delightful twinkle in his eye and a hug when
you said your good-byes. We were honored to know him and spend time with him.
While we'll miss him, we'll never forget him. Jan and Bill Hahn

Jan and Bill Hahn - August 10, 2020 at 06:07 PM

“

Thank you Bill & Jan. He truly cherished the times with you on the family home porch &
Soda Springs.
Laurie Huber - August 11, 2020 at 04:21 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Valley Hills Funeral Home & Crematory - August 10, 2020 at 03:52 PM

“

Dewey, you were such a positive influence in my life. We had many laughs and many
wonderful chats.
And don't forget our rafting trips with Mason jars in hand!
I will miss you tremendously.
Thoughts and prayers to your girls,
Julie O'Brien Chiarell

Julie O'Brien Chiarell - August 08, 2020 at 12:07 PM

“

Thank you so much Julie!!! He loved you dearly. A cherished friend.
Laurie Huber - August 11, 2020 at 04:22 PM

“

Marcy I am so sorry for your loss. As I have told you before I have fond memories of
Dewey when I first started working as a warehouse field man in the Yakima Valley.
He was always kind, helpful and willing to take time to help anyone he could.
Peace be with you and your family.
Sincerely,
Darrell Riddle

Darrell Riddle - August 07, 2020 at 08:28 AM

“

Thank you Darrell!!
Laurie Huber - August 11, 2020 at 04:23 PM

