Ruth A Scarlett
August 7, 1936 - January 10, 2020

Ruth Ann (Armstrong) Scarlett, who gave her love and was loved by so many, joined her
Lord in heaven on Jan. 10, 2020. She was 83 years old. She was born August 7, 1936 in
Wenatchee, WA to Harold Bertram Armstrong and Ruth Alice (Olsen) Armstrong.
Ruth started school in Seattle but later moved to Vashon Island, where she graduated
from high school. She continued her education at Washington State College (WSC),
graduating in June 1959 with a B.S. in Home Economics Education. It was there that she
met the love of her life, Howard Duane Scarlett, on a blind date. Ruth and Howard were
married August 11, 1956.
The pair continued to study at WSC where Fred was born. Following graduation, the small
family moved to Bickleton where Howard tried his hand at cattle ranching. Will was born
soon thereafter. Moving to Bellingham, Ruth began her teaching career in Junior High
Home Ec. She would later claim the arrival of daughter, Karin, saved her from teaching
Junior High! Eventually, the family returned to eastern Washington where Ruth taught
sewing classes at YVC and YWCA.
In 1968, she began her 28 year career as a WSU Cooperative Extension Agent in Family
& Consumer Science for Yakima county, offering adult education in many areas of family
living. As well, she led 4-H members in the annual (sewing) Fashion Revue. She even
hosted a pre-Martha Stewart TV show on PBS called “Just For You” (later named The
Idea Thing). In 1972, the family settled in the Buena area where Howard and Ruth lived
the rest of their lives. Ruth completed her Master’s degree in Behavioral Science in 1979,
and retired as a full professor of WSU in 1996.
Both Ruth and Howard were active in the Toppenish community at Calvary Bible Church;
they helped instigate the Pioneer Fair during the July rodeo, as well as the Toppenish
Western Art Show. Later, she continued to volunteer at the Visitors Center. Before and
after her retirement, Mom cared for our Dad through his up and down health conditions.
She was widowed in Sept. 2010 after 54 years of marriage.

Most important to Ruth was her close relationship with her family. She dearly valued every
relationship and never missed an opportunity to show others how much they mattered.
Besides family, she enjoyed sewing and fashion design, learning, travelling—especially to
Hawaii, Missler Bible studies, coffee and lunches with “the ladies”, and chocolate. We had
one last family get-together filled with fun, food and laughter just 5 days before she
passed.
Ruth was preceded in death by her parents and her husband. She is survived by her
brother, Hal (Lynne) Armstrong (and their children, Brent and Meredith (Erik)) of Seattle;
Ruth’s children: Fred (Anna) Scarlett of Ellensburg; Will (Jill) Scarlett and Karin (Mike)
Argo of Zillah. Also survived by her grandchildren: Amy (Derek) Brown with greatgrandsons, Cooper and Parker of Zillah; Abby (Hunter) Slyfield of Ellensburg; Jake (J.J.)
Scarlett of Yakima; Weston (Sam) Argo with great-granddaughter, Ava; Rachel (Bennett)
Mayo with great-grandchildren Annie, Lydia and Isaac; Matt (Emma) Argo all of Zillah;
Owen and Gillian of Ellensburg. And cousins, Betty Strand of Cowiche; and Mike & Pat
Wilson of Tacoma.
A Memorial Service will be held Thursday, Jan. 23, 1:00 pm at Toppenish Calvary Bible
Church. (Viewing on Wed. afternoon at Zillah Valley Hills Funeral Home.) If desired,
donations may be made to the Toppenish Calvary Bible Church or the Boy Scouts of
America Troop #553 in Ruth’s name.
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Comments

“

I am so sorry to hear of Ruth's passing. As a new 4-H faculty member in 1988 I
remember Ruth being so supportive of me....and a delight be around. She was a truly
dedicated Extension professional.
Jennifer Leach, Cowlitz County 4-H Youth Faculty

Jennifer Leach - February 01 at 01:02 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Ruth's family and friends at this time and in the
days ahead. I have wonderful memories of Ruth as a professional educator and
friend. She contributed so much to the people of Yakima County through her work in
the Extension Office. She was also a great mentor to new faculty members. Ruth had
a big smile for everyone and radiated warmth and happiness.
Dora Rumsey

Dora Rumsey - January 30 at 12:42 PM

“

Loved her so much! She doubled all that my mother taught me. I was involved
because of Ruth in the Happy Homemakers' Club in Mabton. So very sorry for the
family in the loss. However, you will all be united one day in Christ. Bless you all.

Cindy Boast - January 23 at 12:09 AM

“

What a surprise to hear of Ruth's passing. She seemed her usual vibrant self when
we gathered as WSU Extension Retirees last summer. Ruth was always a positive
force in Extension with her work in the county as well as across the state. I feel
blessed to have known her, worked with her, and called her a friend. She will be
missed by so many. My sincere sympathy to the entire Scarlett family.

Mary Kohli - January 20 at 03:15 PM

“

We were surprised and saddened to hear about the loss of Ruth. Her positive
contributions and leadership as a co- worker will always be admired and
remembered. Her commitment to Extension and the families of Yakima County
continued throughout her retirement years. As long time family friends with common
"WSU Cougar" connections, Gwen and I offer our thoughts and prayers to the entire

Scarlett family during this time of loss and the days ahead.
We will be out of town until mid -march, but our thoughts will be with the family.

Don Chaplin, Retired
WSU Extension, Yakima County
Don Chaplin - January 17 at 06:37 PM

“

Pat and Mike Wilson purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for the family of
Ruth A Scarlett.

Pat and Mike Wilson - January 17 at 02:09 PM

“

We were saddened to learn of Ruth's passing. Ruth was a strong contributor to the
Extension program in Yakima county. She will be remembered by coworkers in
Extension and numerous program recipients in Yakima County.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.
Wayne Bath
Retired Associate Director
WSU Cooperative Extension

Wayne Bath - January 14 at 03:06 PM

“

My condolences to the family. I remember Ruth from when I worked at Scarlett Fruit
Whenever she stopped by the warehouse she always was so friendly to every one
working there and just made you feel good with her smile. She will be missed.

Marsha Longee - January 14 at 12:08 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about the loss of Ruth. She was a dear friend and colleague for
the last 40+ years. We traveled and roomed together so many times over the years
at national meetings and in Pullman. She was a mentor to so many and always there
to help others. I have many good memories of our times together. Not only will I miss
her but she will be missed by many others including her wonderful family.
Joanne Ross

Joanne Ross - January 13 at 09:49 PM

“

Sorry for your loss, I met Ruth when I moved to the valley from Tacoma and joined
the clothing and textile group at the Yakima extension office. She planned great
things for us always and I learned so much during my time with them.

Sherry Vetter - January 13 at 06:42 PM

“

After Ruth retired from the County Extension Office, she assisted with the activities of
Granger/Zillah 4-H Clubs, working with members on their sewing projects & in
organizing a creative stage for the members to wear the clothing they had made in a
Dress Review. I remember her no only for her professionalism but more for the
dynamic, enthusiastic, encouraging and joyful way went about all her relationships.
Maryiva Carpenter

MARYIVA CARPENTER - January 12 at 08:42 PM

“

I was a greenhorn when I came to WSU Extension in 1983 as Family Economics
Specialist. Ruth was a great mentor and valued colleague throughout my career. Her
family are in my thoughts.

sally Horton - January 11 at 10:00 PM

“

I came to Washington State University Extension in August 1985 as Assistant
Director of Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Programs. I never worked
directly with Ruth, but soon learned from colleagues in Pullman and Ruth's
colleagues in Yakima County that Ruth was a highly respected professional by her
colleagues and by the people she served with her extension programs. I know she
will be missed by many, including her family.
Sincerely,

Harry B. Burcalow, Retired from WSU Extension in February 1998.
Harry B. Burcalow - January 11 at 08:53 PM

