Margaret Arline Padgham
October 1, 1927 - July 10, 2020

Margaret Arline Padgham passed away on July 10, 2020 at the age of 92.
Margaret was born to Barbara and Carl Carlson on October 14th, 1927 in Toppenish,
Washington. She had three sisters, Barbara Thiel, Catherine Chambers and Mary Strother
and three brothers, Louis Roberts, Richard Carlson and Charles Carlson, who preceded
her in death. Margaret finished her schooling in Toppenish and attended CWU briefly
before meeting her husband Dave Padgham in 1946 at a dance he was playing. They
were inseparable after that and married in 1947, moving to the Padgham family
homestead in Sunnyside WA. Margaret became an extraordinary homemaker and mother
of nine children, 7 girls and 2 boys. She was a role model to her family and lived her life
with integrity, compassion and generosity, striving to instill these qualities in her children.
In addition to providing her guidance and wonderful cooking and baking skills, Margaret
worked full time as a clerk at Eastway Pharmacy in Sunnyside for 30 years. She somehow
also managed to sew clothing for her daughters, provide access to music lessons or
whatever specific interest her child had. She was a member of the St. Monica Guild at St.
Joseph’s Catholic church and performed or participated in numerous musical comedy
shows with the Lower Valley Musical Comedy. Margaret never seemed to run out of
energy and even took in an infant foster child briefly. When she retired and relocated to
Prosser in 1991, she became a volunteer and eventually a manager at Jubilee Ministries
in Prosser. She remained a volunteer until her husband passed away and she moved to
an assisted living facility. In January of 2020 Margaret moved to Rosetta Memory Care in
Pasco, where she lived until her passing, in the loving care provided by them.
Margaret is survived by her children, MaryBeth Matthews, Elaine Vandervert (John), John
Padgham (Jan), Tom Padgham, Catherine Rider (Larry), Margie Madsen (Pete), Emily
Bean (Wayne), Claire Price (Michael) and Carolyn Padgham-Walker (Steve). She had 20
grandchildren, 35 great grandchildren and 3 great great grandchildren, as well as
numerous nieces and nephews. Until recently, she was able to attend family celebrations
where almost all of her large family gathered and she loved being with them.
Margaret’s beautiful spirit and kind heart were an inspiration to all who knew her. She had
many friends and people who sought her out over the years for advice, her boundless
generosity and especially her delicious culinary skills. She loved having the seats around

her table filled and enjoyed cooking and baking for anyone who wanted to partake. She
had a never ending supply of cookies and loved having kids and grandkids drop in to
appreciate whatever was coming out of the oven. Her motto and constant reminder to her
children was ‘Love One Another’ and she was truly a perfect example of living her life in
accordance with that belief. She will be missed but we know she is finally reunited with her
life long love, David.
The family would like to thank the staff of Rosetta Memory Care, and Tri-Cities Chaplaincy
for their kindness and loving care of our mother.

Comments

“

Theresa Hancock lit a candle in memory of Margaret Arline Padgham

Theresa Hancock - July 23 at 07:20 AM

“

My sincere sympathy to Emily and the whole Padgham family. Great memories of
childhood days at the Padgham house and whenever I think of your mom, a huge
warm and beautiful smile comes to mind, just like her picture. My heart is with you.

Jeri Flodin Paulakis - July 21 at 02:34 AM

“

Candelario Zuniga lit a candle in memory of Margaret Arline Padgham

Candelario Zuniga - July 20 at 06:11 PM

“

Margaret Carlson Padgham was my father's (Wendell Dale) first cousin. Always
remember the Carlson family reunions and getting to know our cousins. It was such
fun getting to know our cousins. The Carlson uncles would play Great-Grandma
Carlson's pump organ and sing. I remember having a sleepover at the Padghams
and sleeping under this wonderful down comforter. Your Mom was also so kind to us.
Love to you all
Janice Dale Burch

Janice Dale Burch - July 18 at 10:53 AM

“

Mrs Padgham was so welcoming when we'd all drop by to see Claire. Super warm
person. Our family and the Padgham matched up pretty well. I think for every
Padgham there was a Johnson the same age. Peace and Love to all the Padghams.
Well done Mrs Padgham. Dan J

Dan Johnson - July 16 at 10:40 AM

“

Our most sincere condolences to the Padgham family, especially John and Andy.

Carrie Stone Arroyo - July 15 at 11:37 PM

“

Aunt Margaret: My family were all fortunate enough to be within the age brackets and
local proximity of Uncle Dave and Aunt Margaret's large family. I spent many sleep
overs and lazy afternoon potluck's with the family. I second Linda on the spaghetti
BUT THOSE CINNAMON ROLLS and Christmas platters were fantastic also! She
was a fabulous cook. I also remember her curling up with a book and beverage and
reading or attending to the perpetual sewing. She was a treasure and will be missed
by her many family members and friends. Love to you all. S

Sandra L. Johnston - July 15 at 03:06 PM

“

Aunt Margaret made the best spaghetti ever. Mine doesn’t compare. I remember
having a very special night at her house where planning involved the purchase of
prized green grapes and making popcorn and seating on floor to watch Miss
America. We all voted for our favorite. Margaret always was so supportive and
wanted the very best for everyone, including maintenance of strong connections with
family and friends. She was a conveyer, facilitator, and supporter. Such a wonderful
lady.

Linda Roberts - July 15 at 02:06 PM

“

Dear Margie, Rachel and family, My sincere condolences to you all. I heard many
great things about your beloved Mother and Grandmother from Seth. May all those
special memories stay close in your hearts.
Peggy Tyson

Peggy Tyson - July 15 at 01:43 PM

“

Deborah Denton Hunt sent a virtual gift in memory of Margaret Arline Padgham

Deborah Denton Hunt - July 15 at 01:29 PM

“

George And Charlene Barker lit a candle in memory of Margaret Arline Padgham

George and Charlene Barker - July 15 at 01:15 PM

“

Mrs. Padgham was indeed all that you describe... and more. Always a welcome
smile and yes - that energy! My classmate was Margie but I knew many of you and
my condolences go out to all.

Joyce Johnson - July 14 at 11:18 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Margaret Arline Padgham.

July 14 at 09:14 PM

“

Dear Cathy, and all the extended Padgham family; I send my condolences for the
loss of your Mother. Your Mom and Dad were extraordinary people.
Rick Gimlin

Rick Gimlin - July 14 at 12:53 PM

“

With much love...

Deana Morrow-Allec - July 14 at 10:34 AM

