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Lorne was one of a kind, a true friend. Most people didn’t know he had an adventurous
heart. Lorne was one of the first sky divers in the early 1950’s in the Snohomish area. He
made many jumps in his early 20’s and 30’s.
One of Lorne’s most daring adventures was in 1980 when he married Margaret
Cunningham. They enjoyed traveling all over the world and staying in five star hotels.
Their favorite trips were sailing to remote islands of the Abacos in a 35 foot sailboat,
sleeping in a sandy bunk and backpacking the Pacific Crest Trails sleeping under the
stars.
Lorne was an avid reader and enjoyed the opera becoming an opera buff. Lorne worked
as the CFO for Kwik Lok Corporation for 50 years, first for Floyd Paxton, then Jerre
Paxton and also worked with Ted Paxton. Lorne had a great respect for the Paxton family.
Lorne had a very special friendship with Marsha Roberton. She came to work for Kwik Lok
and Lorne as a young girl. Marsha is part of our extended family.
Lorne was a very quiet man except when he was fighting for the rights of the unborn child
and working hard to get the right people elected into office that would uphold the
constitution. At these times he would speak out loud and clear. Lorne served in the army
for three years patrolling the Alaskan borders on snow shoes and skis.
The memories that Lorne and Margaret made together will bring her peace and comfort in
the coming years.
Lorne is survived by his spouse Margaret Cunningham, son Les house, brothers Bud
house (Shirley), Pat House (Gail), Sisters Diane Johnston, Peggy Kern. Seven
stepchildren: Danny Cunningham (Carol),Karen Pruitt (Ronnie), Christine Jacobsen
(Frank), Janet Dahl (Chris), David Cunningham (Vicki), Shannon Webster (Duane), Cathy
Blore (Mark); 11 Grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his
parents Daniel and Velma House, Brothers Dan and Willis House.
Donations may be made to Life Choices, Yakima, WA.
A Celebration fo Life will be held at a later date.

Comments

“

I send deepest and dearest thoughts of sympathy in their loss to both Marge and to
Les. To count Lorne House as a treasured friend of many, many years' standing is
my great privilege. Lorne was not only the gold standard of what a true friend is, but
also was a great American patriot. Don (and I, second-hand!) shared so many things
with Lorne through those years of fighting for freedom and love of country; it is sad
but true to realize that our numbers are shrinking by the day. This country will miss
Lorne's sharp intellect, his humor, his steady hand, but most of all, we privileged
ones will miss his friendship. I know of no greater tribute.
Peggy Tait

Peggy Tait - January 08 at 04:40 PM

“

Peggy Tait said it well. Nothing to add to that beautiful tribute.
Lorne was one of my dearest friends....so many stories...so many amazing memories.
One of my favorites:
In the late 90’s, the church I attended suggested that some of us teach cell groups. Lorne
and I decided to teach about preparedness. After all, it is biblical and it was timely. We lined
up speakers and vendors to teach and share.
Every Saturday we worked for hours preparing flyers and anything else we thought we
might need. These classes were to run for twelve weeks. About eight week in, I asked
Lorne, “What kind of people do this every Saturday? Are we just nuts?” Lorne’s measured
reply, “Well, Sandi, some people play golf.”
About that cell. We had 70-140 people in attendance every week. Quote from my pastor.
“You do not have a cell. You gave a congregation!”
Sandra Belzer Brendale - January 08 at 08:39 PM

“

In 1972 while I was working at the Floyd Paxton campaign headquarters Lorne asked
me if I wanted a job at Kwik Lok and I have been there ever since (thank you Lorne).
A few years later Lorne became my next door neighbor out in Cowiche. I must say it
was entertaining having Lorne as a neighbor seeing how we were "city folks" trying
our hand at farming. Lorne's since of wit, humor and intelligence made him the most
enjoyable storyteller I ever knew. Sometimes Lorne had this gruff exterior but in all
the years I knew him he was always kind and generous of giving of himself when you
needed him. My thoughts go out to his family.
Keith Hart

Keith Hart - January 07 at 06:20 PM

“

“

Well said Keith! I loved hearing his stories.
Leigh Ann Wathen - January 08 at 11:35 PM

Lorne was the one who hired me to begin work at Kwik Lok. I remember my first day
on the job when he showed me to my office. I asked him if there was anything
special I should be working on. He pointed to a large file cabinet in the corner and
said, "You're a smart girl, you'll figure it out!" Then he smiled and walked away. A few
years later, when I accepted a different position at Kwik Lok, he came down to my
office and said,"I always knew you'd figure it out." I loved all the little chats we had.
He was a great man, with a huge heart. He was part of the "heart and soul" of Kwik
Lok, and he will be greatly missed. I, personally, will miss his wit and his friendship.
Rest in peace, my dear friend.
Joyce Hill

Joyce Hill - January 06 at 09:27 PM

“

I'll miss Lorne and his kind heart. I spent many an afternoon in his office at Kwik Lok
waiting for my dad to be ready to leave. Lorne shared books with me ranging from
financial topics to alternate cancer therapies. He had a smile for everyone. My family
was blessed to have Lorne in our lives for so many decades. He was a man of his
word and a steadfast friend. My heart goes out his family and friends who are
missing him. May you feel held in the love and support of your community.
Kimberly Paxton-Hagner

Kimberly Paxton-Hagner - January 06 at 07:28 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Valley Hills Funeral Home & Crematory - January 04 at 04:45 PM

“

Lorne House was a pleasure to be associated and to work with. He always gave a
hug and a big smile when I seen him. As special a person as I have known. Lorne is
Blessed as well as a Blessing to all who knew him. Prayers to his family and friends.
Donna Lumpkin

Donna Lumpkin - January 01 at 12:40 AM

“

Prayers going out to Lorne's family. I worked with him for many years and he will be
missed by all who knew him. What a great sense of humor, always enjoyed hearing
his stories, I have been blessed to have known him.
Sincerely,
Leigh Ann Wathen

Leigh Ann Wathen - December 31, 2018 at 02:24 PM

