Judy Estep
December 12, 1947 - June 13, 2021

Judy Ellen Estep died peacefully at her Yakima home on Sunday, June 13, 2021, lovingly
cared for by her daughters. Judy was born December 12, 1947, in Yakima to Marian
Carson Estep and George Amos Estep. She joined 3 older sisters in their big Victorian
house on North 16th Avenue. Later the family was completed by the arrival of a younger
brother and sister. The large house and tree covered yard offered many locations for a
variety of adventures. Judy had a great love for her siblings and was an eager participant
in whatever mischief they might contrive. Early on she perfected a look of total innocence
to avoid expected consequences.
In 1958 the family of 8 moved to a farm on Galloway Drive in Lower Naches where they
raised beef cattle, dairy cows, pigs, and chickens, not to mention a huge vegetable
garden. Besides their own needs, they sold milk and eggs to many local families, even
contributing to the health and growth of two Olympic skiing champions. Some of Judy’s
favorite (and some not so favorite) farm chores included selling milk, weeding the garden,
harvesting vegetables, moving sprinklers in the pasture, and watching (and chasing) the
pigs before the electric fence was installed.
Judy attended Roosevelt Elementary School, Lower Naches Elementary School (where
she played French horn), and graduated from Naches Valley High School in 1966. She
was married in 1967. Due to her husband’s military career, the couple lived in various
places, including Augsburg and Bamberg, Germany, Columbia, South Carolina, Ayer,
Massachusetts, and Tacoma, Washington. During their marriage they had a son and twin
daughters. Judy worked as a transportation dispatcher at Fort Devens, MA, and after
returning to Yakima, in the deli at Safeway.
Judy had a lifelong interest in education and continued to work at Safeway while pursuing
her Associate’s degree in Arts & Sciences at YVC, graduating in 1994, and her Bachelor
of Arts in Education from CWU, graduating in 1996. After graduation Judy continued
working at Safeway while substitute teaching until she obtained a full time position
teaching second grade at Union Gap School. Judy loved teaching and her students; and
was greatly respected by her fellow teachers, many of whom remained lifelong close
friends.
Judy was an avid fan of the Iditarod dog sled races; she loved music, art, picnics,

Halloween, Christmas, and every minute she spent with her children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents, son Wayne Pettit, sister Valerie Schehl and
former husband. She is survived by her twin daughters Shawn Law (Dean) of Selah and
Tawnya Bothwell (Tom) of Yakima, sisters Connie Estep of Richland, Cheryl Estep and
Sue Estep (Randy Fitch) of Seattle, and brother John Estep (Lee Ann) of Yakima. She is
also survived by her grandchildren Stephanie, Devan (Josh), Jared (Cheyenne), Shelby,
Lauren, Ethan, great grandchildren Ryder, Harlow, Eli, Blaise, nieces Carey (Angie), Deb,
and nephew Tim (Stacy).
The family would like to thank Judy’s friends and caregivers, Jeri and Jeanna and her
hairdresser Teresa (thank you for all the love and laughter!).
Memorial services to be determined.

Comments

“

Rosalynda lit a candle in memory of Judy Estep

Rosalynda - July 10 at 03:38 AM

“

Judy was a fabulous teacher, friend and mentor to me as a new teacher at Union
Gap School. She always had a warm smile and willingness to help anyone at
anytime. I was so blessed to have known Judy and to have worked with her. My
deepest sympathies to the family for your great loss. Lori Powers, 2nd & 3rd grade
teacher at Union Gap School

Lori Powers - July 09 at 09:42 PM

“

Ms. Estep was my son’s teacher in Union Gap. She was such a great teacher, was
always available to help him with whatever he was struggling with and was a always
involved in all activities at the school. She will be missed, May she Rest In Peace.

Lorena Villa - July 07 at 09:48 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss and know what you are experiencing. I hope warm
memories of your loved one will touch your heart and bring you comfort and peace.
Thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Much Love & Hugs - Sandy Hyde

Sandy Hyde - July 06 at 02:52 PM

“

JUDY WAS AN UPPER CLASSMATE OF MINE AT NACHES HIGH SCHOOL BUT
ONLY BY ONE YEAR. SHE SURE WAS A NICE GIRL TO KNOW IN SCHOOL.
WHILE NOT IN THE BAND, I WAS IN THE CHOIR. OCCASIONALLY, BAND &
CHOIR PATHS WOULD CROSS & WE'D KID HER NOT TOOT HER HORN SO
LOUD SO WE COULD BE HEARD. SOMEWHERE BETWEEN IMPLIED
EMBARRASSMENT, HER SPECIAL GRIN & SHOCK OF RED HAIR, SHE
THOUGHT THAT FUNNY.
IN LATER YEARS, I TRULY ENJOYED WAITING ON JUDY & HER (ESTEP)
SISTERS WHEN THEY WOULD DRIVE UP CHINOOK PASS FOR A MIDDAY
REPAST. WHAT A DELIGHTFUL & LOVING FAMILY.
ALL GOD'S GRACE & LOVE BE WITH THE (ENTIRE) ESTEP FAMILY TODAY, &
FOREVER!
SINCERELY... DOUG & KRISTY WILLIAMS

DOUG & KRISTY WILLIAMS - July 05 at 03:32 AM

“

Judy was always a big support to Union Gap students and families. She participated
in many family nights sharing her love. She will be dearly missed. Her memory will be
eternal.

Desi Reinmuth - July 01 at 09:24 PM

“

At one time, I worked with Judy's brother, John, in Boston. My husband, Bud, and I
visited John and LeeAnn in Yakima and we had the most fortunate opportunity to
meet Judy at that time. We went to dinner one evening and Judy and I discovered we
were both in love with Colin Firth! What a beautiful and welcoming person she is and
she'll be in our memories always. This was many years ago and I could never, ever,
forget the love and warmth of being in her company xxxxx

Barbara Mary Frasca - July 01 at 08:26 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Valley Hills Funeral Home & Crematory - June 30 at 01:17 PM

“

Dave Williams lit a candle in memory of Judy Estep

Dave Williams - June 28 at 04:02 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Judy Estep.

June 18 at 11:08 AM

