John Thomas Wales
January 28, 1934 - April 17, 2020

John (Jake) Wales, 86, passed away Friday April 17, 2020. While living at the Crescent
Retirement Apartments, John enjoyed life with the friends he met there and participating in
many activities that the wonderful staff provided.
John was born on January 28th, 1934 in Chillicothe, TX and grew up in Scotland, AR.
While attending school he had a hard time spelling and when asked why, he said, “ Too
damn slow I guess.” That didn’t stop him or slow him down from playing basketball, a
sport he loved!
After high school he worked odd jobs until the age of twenty and was drafted into the Navy
serving two years aboard the Navy destroyer USS Southerland as a Boatswain’s Mate
(deck ape). After his service in the Navy, he followed his family to Yakima. He worked
picking fruit before starting his career at Yakima Valley School in Selah. He spent over 22
years attending to the special needs of the children that lived at the school, retiring in
1989.
John was a loving husband and had a good life with his wife Marjorie of 47 years prior to
her death in 2013. They would take twice yearly trips to the Oregon coast and they loved
dancing at his favorite watering hole, the American Legion. He also loved to visit the
casinos on occasion.
Since retiring he enjoyed relaxing and taking car of his home in Selah. He especially
enjoyed the friendship of his neighbor Martin Prado. John was a member of the Methodist
Church in Selah for many years. His sister Jean said it best and conveyed how we all feel
when she said, “ John was a friend to many and no words can say how we loved him or
how much he will be missed.”
John was preceded in death by his wife Marjorie, parents Gladys and Hugh Wales, brother
Lindsey Hugh Wales and sister Mary Fisher.

John is survived by his sister Jean (Bob) Cooper and numerous nieces and nephews.
A Graveside service has been scheduled for Friday April 24, 2020 at 2pm for immediate
family only in accordance with the Washington State guidelines.
A special thank you to those beautiful and caring ladies at the Crescent Retirement
Apartments, Trish, Laurie and Renee!

Cemetery
West Hills Memorial Park
11800 Douglas Rd
Yakima, WA, 98908

Comments

“

Sentimental Dreams was purchased for the family of John Thomas Wales.

April 23, 2020 at 08:26 PM

“

Condolences and prayers for family and friends

Abel French - April 22, 2020 at 01:36 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Valley Hills Funeral Home & Crematory - April 21, 2020 at 03:11 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of John Thomas Wales.

April 21, 2020 at 01:29 AM

