Ida C Van Klinken
February 10, 1928 - June 21, 2021

For you created my inmost being: you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full
well. Psalm 139
Ida Van Klinken was born to Arnold and Jantina Arends on February 10, 1928 in Oak
Harbor WA. and passed away on June 21, 2021 at the age of 93 in Sunnyside WA. Her
love for the ocean and outdoors began at an early age in Oak Harbor. She fondly told
many stories about growing up by the ocean, such as the time she and her brother Dick
got into the jug of wine on their parent’s boat. Their mother found them giggling and
quickly put them to bed to sleep it off. She said that was the last time she had a drink.
At the age of eight years old, she and her family moved to Prosser, WA. where her father
owned and operated Arends Bakery. She worked in the bakery making and selling baked
goods. Her favorite doughnut to the very end was a maple bar. She often told us that it
was her job to fry the maple bars, except on Wednesday night since that was church night
and she didn’t want to stink like oil while going to young people society.
So many stories were told of her growing up years in Prosser. Everything from fishing in
the Yakima River, to learning how to drive while delivering bread between Prosser and
Benton City. When she told her father she was scared to drive, his best advice was, “Well
it will go where you steer it!” The best story though was when she and her brother were
throwing snowballs from the top of the bakery at people leaving the Princess Theatre.
Many shenanigans were played between all of the sibling and the stories were never
ending. Those stories were always a part of family gatherings.
Ida remembers seeing her future husband as a small blonde boy sitting next to his father
in Sunnyside Christian Reformed church. In 1950 she married that blonde boy, Albert Van
Klinken and began her career as a home maker and farmers wife. She was a devoted wife
of 59 years to Albert and together they raised three children; Susan Erickson, David
(Wendy) Van Klinken and Karen (Edward) Cummings. With mom’s passing, we have truly

lost a prayer warrior for our family. She loved her Lord and Savior, her family, friends,
baking, snowmobiling, fishing, hunting, boating and anything to do with God’s beauty and
creation. The times spent as a family in the mountains will be fondly remembered for
years to come. Ida was a kind and caring person who never met a stranger.
Ida was preceded in death by her husband Albert, her grandson Aaron Erickson, her
siblings Reka (Arends) Ramerman, Jeanette (Arends) Spradlin, Angeline (Arends) Den
Boer, Bill Arends and twin siblings Dick Arends and Marie Arends. Ida is survived by her
children: Susan Erickson, David (Wendy) Van Klinken and Karen (Edward) Cummings. Ida
and Albert were blessed with seven grandchildren who were the light of their lives. Josh
(Krystal) Erickson, Melissa (Jeff) Jensen, Lindsy (Dustin) Penwell, Laura (Ron) Larson,
Amanda Cummings and Daniel Cummings. She was also blessed with ten great
grandchildren Jake, Olivia and Abby Jensen, Zach, Miles and Charlie Larson, Daxon and
Beaux Penwell, Keagan Erickson and Marcus Cummings. Ida is also survived by one
remaining sister in law, Bertha Arends as well as numerous nieces and nephews.
As a family we would like to thank those who loved and cared for mom and or those who
sent cards or spoke words of encouragement during these past few years. We would like
to especially thank the staff at Amber Hills in Prosser for their love and care they provided
as well as the staff at Just Like Home who provided mom a wonderful place during her last
few weeks. You are very much appreciated.
Viewing will be at Valley Hills Funeral Home in Sunnyside on Thursday July 1 from 4:00 –
8:00 pm. A graveside service will be held on July 2 at the Lower Valley Memorial Gardens
in Sunnyside, WA. at 10:00 am. A celebration of Ida’s life will be held on Saturday July 3
at 1:00 pm at the Terrace Heights Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Yakima, WA. 4303
Maple Court, Yakima WA. 98901. The graveside service and celebration of her life is open
for all to attend. The service will also be live streamed on Facebook for those who cannot
attend. You may go to the church website http://www.terraceheightsepc.com/ and click on t
he facebook link or go directly to Terrace Heights Evangelical Presbyterian Church on Fac
ebook.

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants. Psalm 116:5
For all the saints, who from their labors rest, who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blessed. Alleluia, alleluia!
But lo! There breaks a yet more glorious day; the saints triumphant rise in bright array, a

s God to glory calls them all away. Alleluia, alleluia!

Events
JUL
1

Viewing

04:00PM

Valley Hills Funeral Home - Sunnyside
531 S. 16th St., Sunnyside, WA, US, 98944

JUL
2

Graveside Service

10:00AM

Lower Valley Memorial Gardens
7800 Van Bell Rd, Sunnyside, WA, US, 98944

JUL
3

Celebration of Life

01:00PM

Terrace Heights Terrace Heights Presbyterian Church
4303 Maple Ct, Yakima, WA, US, 98901

Comments

“

Aunt Ida was such a kind soul. She was a genuine caregiver to so many people.
Growing up on the farm, if I was hot, tired or hungry, stopping by Aunt Ida’s was
always a good idea. I could always count on her to have something good to eat. Or a
Band-Aid. Whatever I needed. And if I couldn’t make it there she would bring lunch.
Something good and a Twinkie for dessert.
She was a hard worker was such a well-kept yard. She was also great at wood
working and caught quite a few fish in her time. She even shot an elk with a 300
Savage!
She was one of a kind
Tim Van Klinken

Tim Van Klinken - June 29 at 09:55 PM

“

Our prayers and words of sympathy go out to all of Ida’s family. May God grant all of
you strength and comfort. Hers was a life well lived, and she was a hard worker but
knew how to have fun. Treasure your memories and share them often with the
younger ones. We pray for peace. She is rewarded now beyond our comprehension.

Joe and Jan Albrecht - June 24 at 02:58 PM

“

Ida & Albert always made us feel like family. You are loved and will be deeply
missed. Rest In Peace dear and faithful servant.
With sympathy,
Craig & Cheryl Miller

Craig & Cheryl Miller - June 23 at 06:56 PM

“

Ardis K Halma lit a candle in memory of Ida C Van Klinken

Ardis K Halma - June 23 at 05:58 PM

“

My memory of your mom: the first corn dog I ever had was homemade by her and I
have never had one as good as that one! She treated me like a daughter when I
lived in Sunnyside, while teaching at SCS. She made me feel so loved! Cherish your
memories and look forward to seeing her again! Love to all.
Gladys (Meier) Pell

Gladys Meier Pell - June 23 at 04:36 PM

“

She loved to make corn dogs for everyone who came over. She went through a thousand
piece box of sticks early on
Karen - June 23 at 08:00 PM

“

Norman Spradlin lit a candle in memory of Ida C Van Klinken

Norman Spradlin - June 23 at 03:26 PM

“

Lupe And Isabel Guerra lit a candle in memory of Ida C Van Klinken

Lupe and Isabel Guerra - June 22 at 03:45 PM

“

I will so miss you and your great stories Aunt Ida I love you. Till we meet again.

Janet K Officer - June 21 at 09:47 PM

“

My condolences to the family.

Emilia Guerra - June 21 at 09:09 PM

