Evelyn E Brandsma
April 6, 1921 - February 24, 2021

A long-time resident of Sunnyside, WA completed her earthly journey on February 24th,
2021, at the age of 99. She was home surrounded by her loving family. Evie was a
devoted and loving wife, mother, grandmother, aunt, and friend. Her Christian faith guided
her in all aspects of her life. Her family was the center of her life and now a legacy.
Evie was born and raised at the homestead in the Carnation Valley. She was the second
oldest of five girls. She had an everlasting bond with her sisters; Clara, Donelda, Jeanette,
and Lois. They grew up working hard on the family farm, milking cows, canning meats,
vegetables and helping to provide for the family. There was also a little ‘horsing around’.
It was there in the country that she met and fell in love with a hard-working farm boy John
Brandsma. They married in 1938 and in 1944 they relocated to Sunnyside with their 3
young children. In 1946 they had their 4th child, John Jr. who completed their family. She
was a homemaker until 1957 when she went to work for GTE (General Telephone &
Electronics). After 25 years, in 1982 she retired and was the last operator to flip the switch
and close the door of GTE in the Yakima Valley for the last time, as the country moved into
a different era. She was very proud of her time with the telephone company.
Evie and John loved to travel, they enjoyed their time on the AlCan Highway and many
national parks in their RV. They went camping with friends and would attend family
reunions every year. She enjoyed hosting gatherings, family events and holidays, anything
that brought the family together. She was also the family historian, preserving memories of
her loved ones by sharing stories from her life. Her memory served her well, until the day
she passed. Evie was the glue that bonded us together and will be deeply missed.
She is preceded in death by her loving husband John, her youngest son John Jr., son-inlaw Raymond Bottineau, son-in-law Melvin Mallonee, daughter-in-law Judy Brandsma and
grandson Jonas Brandsma. She was the last of her generation.
She is survived by her children Lyda Zeller (Jack), Dolores “Suzie” Mallonee, Donald

Brandsma (Dixie) and Sherry Brandsma wife of John Jr. Eleven Grandchildren, Tammy
Deery (Ken), Shelly Gaines (Tom), Elaine Jones (Gary), Jenee’ Bottineau (Matthew),
Yvette Bottineau, Wendy Dalpiaz (Brett); Evelyn “Evie” Lewis (Bruce), Melissa Wilson
(Jeff); Kristen Desmaris (Eric), Jeremy Brandsma (Audrey); and Nicholas Brandsma.
Twenty-three great-grandchildren, Thirty-four great-great-grandchildren, one great greatgreat-grandson, and many nieces and nephews that loved her dearly.
A celebration of life will be at 11:00 a.m. on March 12, 2021, at Valley Hills Funeral Home
located at 531 S. 16th St. Sunnyside, WA. There will be a graveside service at Lower
Valley Memorial Gardens following the Funeral. The Brandsma Family invites everyone to
return to Valley Hills for light refreshments after the cemetery service.
Special thanks go out to Lyda and all the family members who spent hours caring for
mother during her journey.

Events
MAR
11

Viewing

03:00PM - 05:00PM

Valley Hills Funeral Home - Sunnyside
531 S. 16th St., Sunnyside, WA, US, 98944

MAR
12

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Valley Hills Funeral Home - Sunnyside
531 S. 16th St., Sunnyside, WA, US, 98944

Comments

“

I wish to thank everyone for the kind and loving words remembering our mother. I
moved from Sunnyside in 1959 when my husband's job took him to a new location.
We remained in the Tri-Cities and it was mid October that mother came to stay with
me. There are many grand and great grandchildren in the area who helped to look
after her. Shortly after Christmas she fell and broke a hip and suffered a brain bleed,
then a few weeks later contracted Covid as did the rest of the home. Unfortunately,
everything was too much for her frail body and she went to be with her Lord six
weeks shy of her 100th birthday. She is so loved and missed every day.
Thank you everyone and God Bless,
The Brandsma Children,
Lyda Zeller, Susie Mallonee, Donnie Brandsma and Sherry Brandsma

Lyda Zeller - April 06 at 01:48 AM

“

Harriet Wertenberger lit a candle in memory of Evelyn E Brandsma

Harriet Wertenberger - March 11 at 10:56 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Evelyn E Brandsma.

March 10 at 01:32 PM

“

My dearest Aunt Evie was a very gentle and loving lady, I would try and visit her
weekly after I retired and I just loved being able to sit with her in her sitting room and
listen to the stories she had to tell and I was so amazed at the dates and events of
our family she could share! She definitely was the historian of the family! She was
always thankful of the little things you did for her from just helping her with paying her
bills and doing little chores around the house and helping to decorate for Christmas. I
was so amazed she was able to live by herself at the young ripe age of 99 still doing
some household chores from washing clothes to being able to cook for herself. I
would bring us lunch and just be able to eat along side her sharing things that were
going on in our lives. When we were younger her and Uncle John would always have
an open door policy and we would sit around the table for a cup of coffee or tea and
have some amazing goodies she would make. Her and Uncle John were always
those family members who would attend all of those little celebrations in your life that
you had and would just about do anything for anyone. I remembered as a Nurse
working in a Doctors office and Auntie would come by with other church women to
deliver Bibles for reading while patients waited to be called in.
She and Uncle John helped take care of my Grandparents and there Son who were
neighbors to them and also helping others in the community with simple things like
providing rides to their Dr. Appointments. It is with GREAT sadness that I had to say
goodbye to my dearest Aunt Evie but so very thankful in her last weeks of life I could
be there to just do the littlest of things to make her last days on earth more pleasant
and I will miss this fine Lady with all my heart!!!
You will definitely make heaven a
little brighter and the stars shine even more than they do now! LOVE YOU AUNTIE!!!

Cheryl Schreiber - March 06 at 02:04 PM

“

I remember Evelyn well. My Mom worked with her at the telephone Co and we sold
them a doberman puppy. I would go with my parents to visit her and John.
She was a very nice a friendly person.
Ellen Farr Brown

Ellen Brown - March 03 at 09:00 PM

“

I have very fond memories of Mrs. Brandsma. She was such a spunky and beautiful
woman. Mr Brandsma work with my daddy, where she and my mother worked
together. Her two amazing daughters, Lyda and Suzie were the “best babysitters” for
myself and my brothers and sisters !! My prayers are with her family..
Marcia (Nostrant) Raak

Marcia (Nostrant) Raak - March 03 at 05:47 PM

“

Marcia (Nostrant) Raak lit a candle in memory of Evelyn E Brandsma

Marcia (Nostrant) Raak - March 03 at 05:41 PM

“

Mike And Janet Aguirre lit a candle in memory of Evelyn E Brandsma

Mike and Janet Aguirre - March 02 at 11:59 AM

“

Charlene Maling lit a candle in memory of Evelyn E Brandsma

Charlene Maling - March 01 at 01:11 PM

“

You were such a strong person, loving person and a perfect person to rent from. You
cared about Don and me and we cared about you. Enjoyed seeing the smile on your
face when I cooked and shared with you. The talks in your living room will be part of
my memories. Your sharing with me, your adventures, family and your health
struggles, I felt honored you felt comfortable with me. Evelyn, you are so being
missed by us. R.I.P. God Bless your family through this time, our sincere
condolences to the family.

Yolanda Bickett - March 01 at 10:30 AM

“

Joe lit a candle in memory of Evelyn E Brandsma

joe - February 27 at 11:48 AM

“

Even though I haven’t known Evelyn very long, I feel through Lyda like I’ve know her
forever. Whenever Lyda and l were together and she would call her Mother I would tell her I
loved her too.
Mrs.Brandsma was always so sweet and loving just like Lyda and her family. She will be
missed greatly and loved forevermore.
Prayers and blessings for all the families and friends.
Opal Wares and Family
Opal Wares and Family - March 11 at 04:19 PM

