Darren Allen Germunson
July 19, 1966 - July 22, 2020

-Darren Allen GermunsonDarren Allen Germunson passed away July 22, 2020 at the University of Central
Washington Medical Hospital from cardiac arrest complications. Darren was 54 years old.
Darren was born and raised in Yakima. He attended West Valley Schools and graduated
from West Valley Highschool. Darren graduated from Washington State University with a
BA in Criminal Justice and a Minor in Sociology. Darren is a registered at the Washington
State Genealogical Society as a descendant of Washington State Pioneers; he is a 5th
generation nephew to President Andrew Jackson and a 4th generation grandson to
Thomas McCutcheon Chamber’s namesake of Chambers Bay Golf Course and Chambers
Bay.
Darren worked for King County for over 20 years as a Corrections Officer. During his
tenure at King County, he worked in every position including administration. After leaving
King County , he worked for 6 years as a licensed Mental Health Counselor. He had great
empathy for the poor and the indigent population.
Prior to Darren’s position at King County, Darren was Assistant Security Director to
Southcenter Mall (now Westfield Southcenter Mall) in Tukwila and a Reserve Police
Officer for Lake Forrest Park, WA.
Darren kept a journal while he was in the hospital and in his words he states:
“ If I don’t survive my extraordinary vacation at the University Of Washington Medical
Hospital, my obituary should include the following:
The greatest joy and love in my life were my children, Jack and Kenzie. Jack and Kenzie
are beautiful, intelligent, caring, and nice kids. They always made me laugh and smile. I
believe, in my heart, that they will both be very successful in life. They certainly have the
potential. Thank you Kris and Neta for your parenting.
My journey in life gave me the opportunity to make lifetime friends and acquaintances. I
worked with so many dedicated and great Corrections Officers at King County that

enriched my life.
Special thanks to my friends; Tim, Scott, Lori, Don, Stacey, Joe, Drake, Tom, Rick, Dan,
Lisa, Kreg and Brian: So many more lives crossed my path that gave me their friendship,
support and understanding. My parents were the best, always loving, giving and caring.
Please no tears, just celebrate my life by remembering the good times.”
Darren enjoyed fine dining, cooking, loved to golf and enjoyed western music. The King
County Annual Golf Tournaments always had a special meaning to Darren because of the
competition and camaraderie.
Darren will be missed for he left too soon. He was intelligent and caring. Darren had a
great sense of humor and always said that people either like him or they didn’t for there
was never anything in between. Darren passed away bravely and renewed his faith in
God. Darren is survived by his parents, Gary and Rita Germunson, his children, Jack and
Kenzie, his ex-wife Kristina, the Carlevato Family (long time family friends) and numerous
Cousins, Aunts and Uncles.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, a memorial service will be held at a later date. Darren’s final
resting place with be at Terrace Heights Memorial Park in Yakima, WA.

Cemetery
Terrace Heights Memorial Park
3001 Terrace Heights Drive
Yakima, WA, 98901

Comments

“

Rita and Gary, I am so sorry for the loss of your son Darren. May the Lord wrap his
loving arms around you and Gary during this most difficult time. You have been in my
prayers and thoughts. Melissa & Rory McVey

Melissa Mcvey - August 05 at 08:27 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Darren's family and friends. Regrettably, I only knew
Darren as a coworker, but for over 20 years I knew that he could always be counted
upon for his skills, training and experience. His compassion, integrity and sharp
sense of humor made him a go-to Officer for many others - peers and supervisors
alike. He truly cared about doing the right thing and would always have the safety
and security of others in mind: acting to protect others from harm; sometimes at his
own risk and detriment. Darren was frequently "the calm in the storm" and many staff
and stakeholders knew they could always rely on him, which in law enforcement, is
one of the highest compliments I can think of...
I hope that it may somehow help to know that others are thinking of your family and
circle of friends - wishing you comfort during this most difficult time...
Very Sincerely,
Gordon Karlsson, Commander (Ret.)
King County DAJD

Gordon Karlsson - August 02 at 04:50 PM

“

He was always such a fun, charismatic father to both Jack and I. Always wanted
nothing but the best for the two of us. He did everything in his power to raise us to
become better people than the people we were yesterday. He taught us so many
things, and how to get through this life because it can be so tough. I will always think
of the amazing memories I got to make with him and the many adventures we took
together. He's safe now. happy and thriving. His kind soul is throwing the ball to Zoey
and watching down on all of us now. He will always be with us. For every new
achievement we receive in life, he'll be cheering us on. Grandma and Grandpa, you
raised such a loving and powerful man. He continued to try his best even if he was in
pain. No matter how stubborn he got at times, you never stopped caring. (guess i

know where i got it from :) ) Never think of the things you wish you said or did, just
remember the things that happened. I am sending all my love to you guys. You'll be
in my thoughts at all times. Can't wait to see you again soon. Dads watching Jack
and I grow up until we once again meet. We will all get to be together again one day.
For now, honor his lifetime and live to remember his great self. Rest in paradise
sweet angel <3

Kenzie Germunson - July 31 at 02:21 PM

“

So beautifully put Kenzie. You're amazing. Sending you all our love & aloha during this
time. Aunty T is always here for you and jack & your mom
tami lester - July 31 at 09:44 PM

“

Hello Kenzie,
Could you please send these pictures of your dad and you children to my email. I am trying
to customize something for you and your brother and I would love to include pictures
special to you guys. My email is sandra@ValleyHillsfh.com please and thank you, I
appreciate your time.
Sandra - August 03 at 06:26 PM

“

I’m so deeply saddened to hear of Darren’s passing. He was a very special person
and a compassionate human being. He will be missed.

Coy Hodge - July 31 at 02:16 PM

“

Gary and Rita,
I'm heart broken over your loss and the loss of my friend Darren. You raised a man
who loved his family and friends and blessed so many of us. Gary, I saw your pride in
Darren and I will always remember our good times on the golf course with Darren.
Rita the joy Darren gave you was obvious in your smile and laughs when you and he
would interact. Darren and I talked extensively about his Savior Jesus and l look
forward to seeing my buddy again some day in heaven. I'm sure he's telling Jesus its
time for another Red Sox World Series championship! I pray you find comfort, peace
and strength.

Love Tom Robinson

Tom Robinson - July 29 at 11:44 PM

“

Gary & Rita:
So sorry to hear of the loss of Darren
I can't fathom the loss of a child.
I will keep you in my thoughts and prayers.
Jim Beckett

Jim Beckett - July 29 at 06:38 PM

“

Gary and Rita..Bob and I are filled with grief over your loss. I know how very much he
meant to both of you and how devastating this has to be.We were encouraged to
hear that he renewed his faith in God before he passed. We find great comfort in this,
as we pray you do as well.
“Go Rest High On That Mountain”, Darren, your work on earth is done.
If we can do anything to make this time easier, you know where we are.
Love and hugs to both of you,
Bob and LaRue VanderSluis

LaRue VanderSluis - July 29 at 05:56 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Darren Allen Germunson.

July 29 at 11:31 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss Rita. I remember how happy you were when talking about
Darren during our working days together. I know that you will keep his memory close
and his children even closer. My thoughts and prayers are with you in this loss.
Roxie Price Carter

Roxie Price Carter - July 29 at 10:38 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Valley Hills Funeral Home & Crematory - July 28 at 02:56 PM

“

Darren, I'm going to miss you and our long conversations reminiscing about our
childhood vacations that our families took together every year, hardships we've been
through, and how much you love your children, Jack and McKenzie. Fly high Darren!
I'll see you again someday

Lori (Carlevato) Washburn - July 27 at 07:19 PM

